
S T .  J O H N ’ S  E P I S C O P A L  C H U R C H  –  N O R M A N

MMXXII:  1 :  JANUARY :  2022

Holy Eucharist

SUNDAY

Rite I: 7:30 a.m.
Rite II: 10:30 a.m.

TUESDAY

10:00 a.m. (chapel) 

WEDNESDAY

6:00 p.m. (chapel)

Inside   

Santa Ministry Update 

Acolyte/Parent Meeting

Annual Meeting and 
Chili Cook-off

Birthday Card Ministry 

…And Dwelt Among Us…
I’m writing this article three days before Christmas. It’s customary to think 
about life more as you approach the new year. What resolutions do I need 
to make? But I’ve found myself thinking about life earlier this year. And 
thinking more about the past two years. This is probably due to the fact 
that my mother-in-law is in town, and I haven’t seen her for two years. I 
imagine there are a lot of families in that same situation—that this 
Christmas will be the first time, in a long time, that you get to spend 
significant time with loved ones.

Holidays are happening though in the midst of a lot of uncertainty. News 
reports of another wave of Covid are circulating, and though we hold cheer 
and hope in our hearts, there is that sense of “here we go again.” How bad 
is it going to be this time around? But remember: uncertainty, and even 
tumult, were the conditions that brought us the greatest birth in human 
history. Jesus, the Word made flesh, was born. And because of that, we 
were able—and are still able—to see the glory of God, a glory that’s full of 
grace and truth.

Many times in life we’re denied grace. Heck, sometimes it’s even life itself. 
Things happen that we don’t understand. And we don’t have to look very 
far for an example either. All these waves of Covid battering our patience, 
stripping away at our resolve, testing our endurance. Sometimes it just 
feels as though life itself denies us any grace. 

But many times in life we’re also denied truth. We’re misunderstood, or not 
listened to, or perhaps someone just treats us wrongly. 

When you’re denied grace and truth in this life, look to the Word made 
flesh. And when you see him, you’ll see God. And when you see God, 
you’ll see grace and truth. And when you see grace and truth, spread it. 
Because this world needs as much grace and truth as you can give. Now, 
go hug your family—and enjoy your Christmas and New Year!
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THE LESSONS

Lectionary Year C

JANUARY 2 
Second Sunday after 
Christmas
Jeremiah 31:7-14
Ephesians 1:3-6,15-19a
Matthew 2:13-15,19-23
Psalm 84 or 84:1-8

JANUARY 9
First Sunday after the 
Epiphany
Isaiah 43:1-7
Acts 8:14-17
Luke 3:15-17, 21-22
Psalm 29

JANUARY 16
Second Sunday after the 
Epiphany
Isaiah 62:1-5
1 Corinthians 12:1-11
John 2:1-11
Psalm 36:5-10

JANUARY 23
Third Sunday after the 
Epiphany
Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 
8-10
1 Corinthians 12:12-31a
Luke 4:14-21
Psalm 19

JANUARY 30
Fourth Sunday after the 
Epiphany
Jeremiah 1:4-10
1 Corinthians 13:1-13
Luke 4:21-30
Psalm 71:1-6

The St. John’s Annual Meeting will be Sunday, January 30 directly after 
the 10:30 a.m. service, in the parish hall. Join us for the first annual chili 
cook-off! Bring a pot of your favorite chili recipe and compete for prizes 
and the coveted title of St. John’s Chili Champion. The church will 
provide toppings and crackers. 

During the meeting, members of record aged 16 and up will elect new 
members to serve on vestry and a slate of delegates to represent St. 
John’s at the yearly diocesan convention in October of 2022. Also at the 
annual meeting, the treasurer will present the budget.

Outgoing vestry members are Susan Laird, Jona Kay Steed, and George 
Elassal. We thank each of these vestry members for their service. Three 
parishioners will be elected to serve three-year terms; stay tuned for 
candidates and their biographies, which will be available before the 
annual meeting. 

Additionally, the parish will elect ten convention delegates; these 
delegates will serve a one- year term that includes a pre- convention 
meeting and the annual convention. The biographies of these delegates 
will also be available before the jeeting. 

This year, the parish will vote to reaffirm Holly Cole as the Senior Warden 
and Patricia Welch as the Junior Warden.

Questions? Comments? Please call the church office at (405) 321-3020. 

Annual Meeting and Chili Cook-Off
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Bring along any portable project and join others who love creating beautiful things to enjoy 
and use. Our group may be small in numbers, but we have a variety of interests, including 
knit, crochet, embroidery, quilting, spinning yarn, sketching and others. Work on your own 
project, help someone learn new skills, or get suggestions and assistance with crafting 
challenges. 

The group will meet January 6 and January 20 -- the 1st and 3rd Thursdays, 6:30-8:30 in 
The Commons. We welcome you to come for all or part of the time. If you're between 
projects, join us for the conversation. All skill levels are welcome, including complete 
beginners. If you have questions or would like to be added to the email reminder list, please 
contact Melody Palm, (309) 825-6963. 

Knit Night in January 

Resolved to live more wisely in 2022?  EPIPHANY!  
Beloved, we bring you gifts of playful joy and wonder 
from the East in “ordinary” time!  

As 2022 begins, why not commit to a new 
personal prayer practice that comforts us, focuses our 
minds, nourishes our courage and compassion, brings 
us closer to the peace of God, and cares for each 
one’s body as a “temple of the Holy Spirit”?  

You can begin to learn yoga privately or semi-
privately here at St John’s, on a donation basis that 
supports our parish’s Outreach ministries. Stressed-out 
by this pandemic? Recovering from anything? Grieving 
a deep loss? Surprised by new challenges of aging? 
Fatigued, yet not sleeping well? Waking up stiff? Yoga 
instruction—St. John’s newest Congregational Care 
ministry—is offered at the church by appointment 
during parish office hours. 

HOLY-SPIRITED YOGA   

During Epiphany’s eight weeks, we will together make up a simple home practice 
tailored to suit you, a little “heaven on earth” to which you can return regularly:  yoga on a 
chair? yoga at the wall? entirely passive restorative yoga on the floor? gentle yoga or yoga 
flow on your mat, mixing some or all such options?  Contact Susan Laird through Realm for 
more information, to register & make your yoga learning schedule either alone or with a 
friend. (If you need help with Realm, contact the parish office.)

Susie has met some painful challenges by studying and practicing yoga for over 20 
years. She has completed an accredited course of training to teach it, and is certified 
RYT200 by Yoga Alliance, which fosters and supports the high quality, safe, accessible, and 
equitable teaching of yoga. Guided by Yoga Alliance’s pandemic precautions, we’ll welcome 
you with comfort and joy!
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Thanks to a recent technology upgrade, St. John’s now live-streams its Rite II (10:30 a.m.) service. This gives our home-
bound parishioners the ability to join us remotely for Sunday service, in real time. As such, all who attend the 10:30 a.m. 
service in person should be read the following notice: 

When you enter a St. John's Episcopal Church service or event, you will be entering an area where photography, video 
and audio recording or live streaming may occur.

St. John's Episcopal Church takes photographs and/or makes audio and/or video recordings of members involved in 
church related activities. Staff and/or participants may use such photographs or video records to recall activities or 
participants. In addition, such photographs and audio/visual recordings may be used in St. John's Episcopal Church 
publication and marketing materials to let others know of our ministries, and/or streaming and website hosting of Masses.

By entering the church premises, you consent to photography, audio recording, video recording and its/their release, 
publication, exhibition, or reproduction to be used for live streaming, promotional purposes, inclusion on web sites, and/
or any other purpose by St.John's Episcopal Church. You release St.John's Episcopal Church, its clergy, employees, 
laity, and each and all persons involved from any liability connected with the taking, recording, digitizing, and/or 
publication of photographs, computer images, video and/or sound recordings.

By entering the premises, you waive all rights you may have to any claims for payment or royalties in connection with any 
exhibition, streaming, webcasting, or other publication of these materials, regardless of the purpose. You also waive any 
right to inspect or approve any photo, video, or audio recording taken by St. John's Episcopal Church or the person or 
entity designated to do so by St. John's Episcopal Church. If at any time you find a photo or video on our website or 
YouTube channel that you prefer to have removed for privacy or safety reasons, please contact the office.

If you prefer not to be recognized on camera, the back row inside the Church are not within viewing distance of a 
camera and Communion will typically be only on a wide shot where it will be difficult to recognize congregants.

You have been fully informed of your consent, waiver of liability, and release before entering the St John's Church.

Questions? Please call the church office at (405) 321-3020.

Live Streaming and Photography Notice

Parent/Acolyte Meeting, January 23
Acolytes and parents of acolytes are asked to join Emma 
Brown, acolyte master, in the Commons for a 30 minute 

meeting on January 23, after the 10:30 a.m. service. 
Emma will discuss spring scheduling, team 

communications via Realm, and upcoming holidays. 
Please email Emma at ebrown@episcopalnorman.org for 

more information. 

Birthday Card Ministry
Beloved St. John’s parishioner Joan 
Knudsen heads up our birthday card 

ministry. Joan hand-writes and 
addresses birthday cards each month 
to members of our St. John’s family. 
Please call the church office if you 

would like to add your birthday or that 
of you loved one to the list for 2022! 

Men’s Griller
The January griller will be held on Friday, 

January 21 at 6 p.m. on the St. John’s patio. 
Bring your favorite grillable main and a side 
dish to share. Questions? Contact Robert 

Finley at rffinley325@sbcglobal.net. 
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AN INVITATION TO ST. JOHN’S BELOVED READERS! 
This monthly book review column aims to expand our learning resources for spiritual growth—in parish groups and 
Sunday School classes as well as through independent study. If you would like to contribute to this educational lay 
ministry, please contact Susan Laird volunteer@episcopalnorman.org or EVANGEL editor Merrie Beard 
merrie@episcopalnorman.org. Submission deadline: third Sunday of each month, about 200-500 words.

HOME OR PEW COMPANION FOR THE BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER 
Standing Liturgical Commission of the Episcopal Church, Enriching Our Worship 1. New York: 
Church Publishing, 1998. Available new from CP in both paperback & pdf formats @$20, or 
elsewhere online in e-book format @$16 or paperback @$18. 
Enriching Our Worship’s first volume offers all parishioners an inspiring collection beautifully attuned 
to “the voice of prayer in the heart, spirit, and mind of the people praying.” Designed for flexible use 
with the BCP in Morning and Evening Prayer, the Great Litany, and the Holy Eucharist, EOW1 can 
help us also when praying in lay ministries and at home. Its treasury of canticles and prayers from 
various biblical and traditional church writings bear witness to the awe of God that “transcends all 
categories of knowing, including those of masculine and feminine.” 

The Standing Liturgical Commission brought EOW1 out in 1998, when many churches began using it if their 
Bishops approved. In 2018 at General Convention, its continuing use was welcomed for all churches— a 
significant move toward BCP’s possible revision by 2030. Meanwhile, we have both EOW and the BCP. 
Supplementing the BCP without supplanting it, EOW’s language evokes and deepens the mystery of God. 

Parishioners in Education for Ministry learn about the BCP’s origins from Diarmaid MacCulloch’s massive 
history of Christianity (quoted below). Written amid controversy in 1549, first revised in 1552 and again in 
1604, the BCP was a “vernacular liturgy.” It advanced England’s part in the Protestant Reformation, effecting 
a “thoroughgoing destruction of the traditional devotional world of England.” MacCulloch explains how 
Archbishop of Canterbury Thomas Cranmer’s leadership and literary genius produced the BCP— memorable 
words “now worn as smooth and strong as a pebble on a beach,” recited by English speakers “far more 
frequently than the speeches and soliloquies of Shakespeare.” Cranmer’s BCP drew upon and transformed 
“an astonishing variety of earlier texts in Latin, German, and English,” composing them into a wondrous unity. 
Its legacy included the distinctively Anglican Evensong and collects. But King James scorned Cranmer’s “evil 
said masse in English,” and in 1662, the BCP got a “slightly more Catholic-leaning makeover,” which 
alienated many Protestant-leaning Anglicans, who then became Dissenters. 

Revising the American BCP has been a fraught, careful process since 1789, when the US Episcopal Church 
established its principle for revision of the English BCP, a principle reaffirmed in 1979 and quoted in EOW1: 
“It is a most invaluable part of that blessed ‘liberty wherewith Christ has made us free,’ that in his worship 
different forms and usages may without offense be allowed, provided the substance of the Faith be kept 
entire...therefore, by common consent and authority, may be altered, abridged, enlarged, amended, or 
otherwise disposed of, as may seem most convenient for the edification of the people, ‘according to the 
various exigency of times and occasions.” In BCP revision, the Church has aimed to “create a prayer 
language for all people,” to honor diverse experiences of God, lately including women’s experiences, while 
rooting worship in scripture and Christian tradition. Affirming Christ’s identification with Wisdom and other 
sacred images and names makes possible our everyday God-talk habits’ new insight and grace—not cheap 
trendy language clumsily made-over, but inclusive and expansive language of great beauty from our 
tradition’s own deep past. 

—reviewed by Susan Laird 

mailto:volunteer@episcopalnorman.org
mailto:merrie@episcopalnorman.org


6 :  ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL

Thank you for supporting our annual Santa 
Ministry Activities! By sharing God's love 
you brightened Christmas for over 100 of 
our neighbors in need! 

You bought and delivered gifts to 29 
children in 8 families and 77 senior citizens 
in two medical nursing homes!!  

You provided almost $700 in food gift cards 
for Christmas meals to families in need!

20 parishioners rang the bell for the 
Salvation Army.

5 parishioners prepared a meal and served 
over 100 neighbors in need at Food and 
Shelter for Friends. 

Thank you so much for all of the love, 
generosity, and resources you shared with 
others this Christmas! Mary Carter and Jona Kay Steed prepare to 

serve meals at Food and Shelter for Friends in 
December. 

Clois Gordon, Lisa Schade, and Dcn. James 
Tyree head out to deliver Santa Ministry gifts to 

local families. 

Good news! St. John’s 
bell ringers raised 

$642.56 for the Salvation 
Army in just one 

Saturday! Thank you to 
all who came out to ring. 

Santa Ministry Brings Christ’s Love to Norman Community

The Oklahoma Blood 
Institute collected 13 

donations of blood from 
the good folks of St. 
John’s. Thanks to all 

who donated and helped 
save a life!  



St. John’s at a Glance
Online Church Service Options 

Sunday Mornings: Live stream is here! The 
videos are available on the St. John’s 
website, http://episcopalnorman.org/
livestream.aspx. 

ADDRESS: 235 W. Duffy, Norman, OK 73069
MAILING ADDRESS: P.O. Box 2088 Norman, OK  73070

PHONE: 405-321-3020

WEBSITE: www.episcopalnorman.org
EMAIL: staff@episcopalnorman.org

OFFICE HOURS: Mon, Tues, Thur 9am-4pm
Wed 9 am-6pm

Prayer Requests
Prayer requests may be submitted to the church by calling the office, sending an email to 
staff@episcopalnorman.org, or online at www.episcopalnorman.org/prayer-request.  Requests will be added 
to the Prayers of the People, unless you would like your request kept private.

Pastoral Care
The church is committed to the well-being of its members through caring relationships and kind actions. The 
Congregational Care committee has resumed home Eucharist for parishioners unable to attend church. The 
rector is also available for pastoral care via phone or email. If you or someone you know need care from the 
Congregational Care committee, please contact the church office at 321-3020, or 
staff@episcopalnorman.org.

Online Giving
Many of you have recently taken advantage of the ease of making pledge payments online. If you are 
interested in doing so as well, go to episcopalnorman.org and click on the DONATE button in the upper left 
corner. There is a simple form to complete; be sure to also complete the memo with what the donation is for. 
You can use this to pay for altar flowers, make memorial donations, etc. We use a secure program facilitated 
by our bank. Questions? Contact the office at 321-3020. 

STAFF
The Congregation
Ministers of the church

The Rev. Dr. James Detrich
Rector: (405) 321-3020

The Rev. James Tyree
Deacon

Catherine Wilson
Christian Formation Director

Merrie Beard 
Parish Administrator

Dr. Olivia Burke
Organist/choirmaster

Emma Brown
Youth Minister

VESTRY

Holly Cole
SENIOR WARDEN

Pat Welch
JUNIOR WARDEN

Martha White 
Chuck Palm
Greg Taylor

Ulli Nollert
Owen Mills

Roshni Robert
Susie Laird

Jona Kay Steed
George Elassal
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235 W. Duffy, Norman
405-321-3020

MAILING ADDRESS
P.O. Box 2088
Norman, OK  73070

OFFICE HOURS
Mon, Tues, Thurs
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Wednesdays
9 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Sundays-9 a.m. to noon
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Ministers of the church

The Rev. Dr. James 
Detrich
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Catherine Wilson
Christian Formation 
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Emma Brown
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

COMING UP AT ST. JOHN’S

*Knit Night, January 6, 6:30 p.m

*Daughters of the King Martha Chapter 

Meeting, January 8, 9:30 a.m.

*Knit Night, January 20, 6:30 p.m

*Men’s Griller, January 21, 6:30 p.m. 

*Annual Meeting, January 30, after the 

10:30 service, in the Parish Hall

 

.
 

Reminder! The annual meeting will be held directly 
after the 10:30 service on Sunday, January 30, in the 

Parish Hall. Make plans to enter the chili cook-off! 


